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another revolution was inevitable.   In the very first article he wrote after his
arrival in Geneva he said :

"We were able to work for long years before the revolution. It was not
for nothing that we were called adamant. The Social-Democrats have built
a proletarian party which does not become despondent at the failure of its
first military onslaught^ does not lose its head and does not allow itself to be
lured into adventurist schemes. This party is marching towards Socialism
without binding its fate with the outcome of this or that period of the bour-
geois revolution. That is precisely why it does not suffer from the weaknesses
of the bourgeois revolution. And lids proletarian party is marching to
victory."*

Lenin immediately set to work to arrange for the publication abroad of
the Bolshevik Party organ ProletariL In view of the fierce reaction that
reigned^ he regarded this newspaper as the most important instrument for
rallying^ uniting and training his Bolshevik followers^ and for preparing the
Party in outlook and organization for the turn of the revolutionary tide.
Within a month all the arrangements were mades but soon serious disagree-
ments arose on the editorial board5 which consisted of Lenin., Dubrovinsky
and Bogdanov.

The "critics" of Marxism took advantage of the triumph of reaction to
intensify their efforts to distort and falsify the revolutionary theory. The
counter-revolution, had launched an offensive also on the ideological front.
The columns of the Russian bourgeois press were filled with mysticism,
pornography, decadence and religion. A host of bourgeois authors launched
a campaign against Marxism. The agents of the bourgeoisie in the working-
class movement joined this reactionary campaign.

Several publicists who had formerly associated themselves with the
Bolsheviks (Bogdanov and others), and also a number of Menshevik writers,
assiduously "criticized" Marxism* criticized its philosophical-theoretical and
scientific-historical principles. For the Marxist philosophy of materialism
they substituted a refined idealism. Some of them3 as for example the so-
called e*god-seekers" and "god-builders" urged that a new religion was
wanted^ and they tried to befuddle the minds of the workers with religious
dope. They betrayed Marxism on the hypocritical pretext that they were
" defending*' it. Their "criticism3 * was linked with the campaign the re-
actionaries were waging against the Party and the revolution^ and with the
offensive which the West European revisionists were waging against Marxism.
Under these drcumstances it became imperatively necessary to expose
and defeat the enemies of Marxism3 and the fight on the theoretical front
became the Party's main task. Moreover, the revolution had awakened and
roused to political life new strata of the workers^ and there were many new
members in the Party who had not yet acquired a consistently Marxist world
outlook. As Lenin wrote in that period: 4cAt a time when the masses are
assimilating the new and imprecedentedly rich experience of the direct
revolutionary stru^Je, the theoretical struggle for the revolutionary world
outlook, Le*y for revolutionary Marxism, becomes the slogan of the day/9**

At the beginning of 1908 a volume of essays by a number of writers who
accepted the theories of the Austrian physicist and philosophical idealist
Mach, appeared under the title Studies in the Philosophy of Marxism. This
volume was a hash of all the falsifications and distortions of Marxism which

* Lenin, Collected Works, Russ. ei, Vol. XHS p. 126.
** Lenin, Collected Works, Russ. ed.. Vol. XHf p. 393*